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Preparing Windows 95

Worldgroup Manager client software runs on users’ PCs over both, *
Windows 3.1 and Windows 95. Windows’ graphical user interface’
(GUI) is designed to ration system resources among applications,
providing a multi-tasking environment for each end-user. .

Worldgroup server software, on the other hand, should run directly
from DOS. A Worldgroup server is almost always a dedicated
machine (except when set up as a 1- or 2-user development system).
In real-world server installations, Windows’ graphics and time slices
do little but waste otherwise useful system resources.
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Until Windows 95, it was easy to avoid running the Windows GUI...
just fail to run WIN.COM.

PCs coming from the factory with Windows 95 installed on them,
however, are configured to boot directly into the GUI and not go first
to the DOS command prompt. Luckily, it’s easy to change that.

Editing MSDOS.SYS i

First, you need to get out of Windows and down to DOS. Don’t opeﬁ a
DOS window: the file we’re about to edit is one of the system files and
shouldn’t be opened while Windows is running. N

Click the Start button, then click Shutdown. You'll be offered a list
which should include the option Restart the computer in MS-DOS mode.
Choose that option and the Windows GUI will close, leaving you at a
DOS prompt.

Go to C\ if you're not there already, then type

attrib -r -s -h msdos.sys ENTER

The file MSDOS.SYS is one of the (normally) hidden system files which
the PC’s firmware uses at startup to launch DOS. You've just turned

off the file attributes which kept this file read-only, system, and
hidden. Type dir ENTER and you’ll see MSDOS.SYS in the list.






